
1 

 

 

 
 

March 2026  
Editor: Bob Schutt   rjsone@yahoo.com                     
Assistant Editor:  Lori Pettit   lpettit547@gmail.com  

                     

 

The Southport Sun 



2 

 



3 

 

HOA News 
Good day SPS HOA Members & 
Community  
One month. One month ago 
HOA members, you, duly elected 
a new slate of officers to serve as 
your H.O.A. Board.  
As I write this greeting, a flurry 
of changes, decisions, meetings & 
events have occurred. None, 
without hours spent planning 
and conferring with a plethora of 
professions and individuals with 

years of experience in their respected fields. Includ-
ing many right here in your community. Your Board 
did not play “Spin the tail on the Donkey.” 
Some changes have been met with enthusiasm, oth-
ers with skepticism and a few with disbelief. We as a 
Board dully recognize change can be difficult, espe-
cially at first, and on the flip side, when change oc-
curs for the right reasons, it can make things so 
much better.  
The Board collectively is most grateful for your sup-
port as we navigate this new road together. That sol-
id support reinforces for each of us that we are doing 
what you voted for us to do. Make changes! Make 
things better! Make things happen!  
After a bit of trial, initial implementation becomes 
an ongoing occurrence and the road smooths out. 
Less peaks and valleys. An occasional bump, but 
nothing we can’t handle together.  
Changes are inevitable. Like them or not, we have all 
lived long enough to know nothing ever stays the 
same. Changes will come, how we choose to react to 

them is the key.  
Let’s make March a month of friendly & fun Mad-
ness! 
By God’s grace 
Sharon Parent, HOA President 
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Ticket Sales Schedule and Sign-up Sheets 
For HOA Events 

Unless Otherwise Noted, Tickets for the following events go on sale  

Wednesday mornings  
In the Main Clubhouse Ballroom from 8-10am 

Table reservations available (First Come/First Served) 
unless noted as open seating (limit 8 tickets per person) 

  Disclaimer: All event and social activity information included herein is consistent with information  
  that was provided to our editorial staff as of this printing. Thank You. 

                                                                                                                                                  
                                

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/450852612666430957/
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Note: Please contact Bob Schutt at 815-566-1505 or  
E-mail him at rjsone@yahoo.com with any  corrections or omissions.  

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/450852612666430957/
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(continued from column on the left) 

damage. Sometimes, especially when frost hits just 
when the plant is in their full outgrowth mode, the 
cells that make up the new stems, leaves, and flower 
buds have not yet fully developed adequate cold re-
sistance. As a result, the new growth freezes but 
sometimes only at the tips of a branch or at the leaves’ 
edges leaving a soft, mushy growth that eventually 
dries and turns brown. The risk of a late frost is great-
est when spring arrives early, and plants wake up too 
soon reacting to the unseasonable warmth.  
Nature tends to remind us that Mother Nature is the 
boss. 
The only possible way of fixing frost damage on a per-
ennial is to prune out the damage in the spring. For-
tunately, Mother Nature provides perennials with a 
backup plan. Over the millions of years of their evolu-
tion the plant learned to produce extra buds from 
which the plant can regrow. 
Thanks for reading. 
Bob Gallion – Retired Master Gardener 

What Temperature Is 
Too Cold For Plants? 
Gardeners ask what temperature is 
too cold for plants in Central Florida. 
The rule of thumb is usually any tem-
perature below 32°F.  
Most plants need warm temperatures 
to do well. Cold temperatures are an 

enemy to growing plants. 
What temperature is too cold has several answers as 
it depends on what plants you have in your garden, 
how healthy your plants are, and the plants’ location. 
It is advised that when temperatures may be less than 
35°F you should cover all plants of concern. Tropi-
cals require protection at higher temperatures 
Too much cold negatively affects plants. Many start 
to show signs of cold damage when frost catches up 
with them. Some signs include plants wilting, leaf 
discoloration, blackening foliage, and droopy leaves. 
Deep cold effects plants by freezing plant cells. This 
causes damage and interrupts the water and nutrient 
flow to all the parts of the plant. In small branches 
and twigs, the living Xylem is more effected by cold 
weather than big branches. "Xylem is a plant’s vascu-
lar tissue that conveys water and dissolved minerals 
from the roots to other parts of the plant." 
The lack of water and nutrients causes the plant tis-
sue to become dormant, resulting in tissue death and 
blackened stems. The damage from cold can show up 
even in the early Spring when a warm period encour-
ages early plant growth and then a sudden freeze oc-
curs. The ability for plants to adjust to the tempera-
ture swings is a big factor that affects a plant’s dor-
mancy period. Perennial plants, Florida natives, and 
Florida friendly plants are those plants that best re-
sist thermal changes. They need to be established 
before the freeze rises to survive. 
If you need to cover a plant, use cloth or a plant ther-
mal blanket specifically marked for cold weather pro-
tection, not plastic because plastic may contribute to 
leaf burn. 
Whatever you use, make sure it is secured to the 
ground using blocks, bricks, or rocks keeping it firm 
to the ground trapping ground heat around the plant. 
If your plant suffers from cold damage, it does not 
mean it will die. 
It is suggested not to prune cold damaged plant parts 
until the risk of frost is over. Why? The damaged 
green wood will act like insulation throughout the 
winter. Early spring is a favorite time to add or re-
place shrubs or plants. 
Be aware in many areas the soil can be saturated due 
to spring rain. At that point, soil is at its absolute 
worst possible condition. Planting anything should 
be delayed until soil conditions improve.  
Last week we had a hard frost. Many plants, in 
bloom, shut down for a bit. Most perennials are quite 
cold hardy and brush off a light frost without any  

(Continued in column on the right) 
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A Little Bit of This and  
a Little Bit of That 

Sandhill Cranes.  
What You May Not Know 
Florida's Sandhill Cranes are amongst 
the states most fascinating birds. 
Filled with unexpected behaviors, im-
pressive strength, and deep cultural 
and ecological significance. 

They are not just big birds walking around. They are 
powerful survivors, devoted parents, an ancient spe-
cies, and one of Florida’s most loved wildlife icons. 
When people think of ancient creatures they fre-
quently think of alligators. Sandhill cranes are old-
er. Fossil records show that crane ancestors have ex-
isted for over 2.5 million years. 
Some cranes from other colder areas do migrate. 
Those in this area are permanent residents and do 
not leave us often. They may locate further south un-
til it warms up in their prior breeding ground during 
prolonged cold spells. 
One of the most unforgettable traits of the cranes is 
their call. It is not a normal chirp. It is a loud trumpet
-like sound that carries for miles. 
A sound created by an extra-long wind pipe coiled 
inside their chest. 
Sandhill cranes are incredibly loyal birds. They mate 
for life. Even more heart-warming is their relation-
ship. Pairs walk and feed besides each other, jointly 
defend their territory, and raise many generations of 
chicks. When they lose a partner, the remaining bird 
may take a long time to replace its lost partner. 
If you ever have a chance to witness cranes dancing 
don't blink. You are watching one of the more artistic 
rituals on earth. The dance includes bowing, leaping, 
jumping, spreading and waving their large wings, 
tossing grass and small twigs playfully in the air. 
They dance for many reasons but mainly it is fun! 
Unlike many shy birds Sandhills are very comfortable 
around people. They are not tame, just confident. 
They look slow and calm but are on alert, always 
aware of their surroundings. 
Their legs are like shock absorbers about 4 feet in 
length when mature that look fragile. Yes, looks can 
be deceiving. Their legs are powerful and tough, ab-
sorbing the impact upon landing. Their long length 
enables fast running and combined with the shape of 
the foot makes it easier for the cranes to walk through 
marshland to pursue food and protection. 
Feeding the cranes is illegal and dangerous. Building 
a dependence on humans for food they can become 
aggressive to humans that do not offer the cranes 
something to eat. They are natural foragers eating 
seeds, insects, small reptiles and wet lands vegeta-
tion. 
Remember, they are a protected species it is illegal to 
harm them, disturb their nests, or interfere with their 
natural behaviors. You can be cited and fined. 
Yes, your patience may be tested but they have the 
right-of-way. It is Bird’s World.  
Hope you enjoyed the content. 
More next month. 
Bob Gallion 
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Clubs, Groups, Committees 
Bereavement/Celebration  
of Life Committee 
Val Lebo 
610-334-2690 
periwinkle41@aol.com 
 
Bible Study  
Rita Walters 
813-778-4027 
ritaewalters@yahoo.com 
 
BINGO  
Lee Edwards 
863-207-2523 
joelee105@yahoo.com 
 
Bridge 
Connie Schutt 
815-474-3284 
rjsone@yahoo.com 
 
Cornhole 
Mary May 
770-630-7065 
autumn629@aol.com 
 
Cricut Class  
Sue Wampler 
813-469-2974 
 
Dominoes  
Lee Edwards 
863-207-2523 
joelee105@yahoo.com 
 
Euchre 
Chuck Barnhardt    
813-469-2792 
waltersdad42@yahoo.com 
 
Farkle 
Lee Edwards 
863-207-2523 
joelee105@yahoo.com 
 
Gift of Life (Blood Drive) 
Joe Grigelevich 
336-601-0711 
grigsjr43@gmail.com 
Lauren Waterman 
813-782-0675 
luvbeingmimi@aol.com 

Golf Association 
Dave Dundas 
813-599-5913 
davedingo@aol.com 
 
Hand & Foot (Friday) 
Sharon Mackin     
865-356-4272 
 
Hand & Foot (Tues & Thurs) 
Barbara Holdridge 
813-701-6789 
barbaraholdridge@yahoo.com 
 
Horseshoes 
Mary May 
770-630-7065 
autumn629@aol.com 
 
Library  
Cindy Judy 
717-514-3997 
cinjudy622@gmail.com 
Diana Knoles 
813-992-6263 
diknoles@gmail.com 
 
Lighthouse Crafters  
Cindy Demers 
207-280-1002 
mecindyd22@gmail.com 
 
Line Dancing 
Baby Steppers 
Tuesday & Thursdays 
Mike Quartucci 
267-679-9750 
mikeqinflorida@yahoo.com 

Intermediate 
Rose McNatt 
813-862-5937 
rdmcnatt57@gmail.com 

Advanced 
Val Lebo 
610-334-2690 
periwinkle41@aol.com 
 
Mahjong  
Joann Fearick 
813-335-7519 

Pickleball 
Lee Casteris 
813-679-2878 
lcasteris@gmail.com 
Lynn Angel 
813-382-0906 
clangel1@verizon.net 
 
Power Walking 
Val Lebo 
610-334-2690 
periwinkle41@aol.com 
 
Shuffleboard 
Sue McKee 
941-875-2861 
 
Silver Needles  
Cyndy Demers 
207-280-1002 
mecindyd22@gmail.com 
 
Sunshine Committee 
Karol McGinn 
813-388-0148 
karolmcginn@gmail.com 
Cindy Judy 
717-514-3997 
cinjudy622@gmail.com 
 
Veteran’s Committee 
Patrick Winchester 
813-713-5777 
pwinchester69@gmail.com 
 
Water Aerobics 
Desdie Eberman 
912-401-9646 
desdie20@gmail.com 
 
Women’s Club  
Carol Dziki 
813-783-9761 
grannydziki@yahoo.com 
Cindy Judy 
717-514-3997 
cinjudy622@gmail.com 
 
Yoga 
Terri Prim 
813-713-0261 
terribarry@msn.com 

mailto:cinjudy622@gmail.com
mailto:diknoles@gmail.com
mailto:desdie20@gmail.com
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HOUSE SITTING & PET CARE 
House Sitting & Dog Sitting 
Linda Phelps    813-778-1359 

Dog Sitting (in my home only) 
Bev Mauer    423-987-6442 

Pet Sitting (dogs & cats) 
Colleen or Marc    423-432-9568 

Loving Pets— Sitting Service 
Sharon Parent    352-661-8394 
  
HOUSE CLEANING/PERSONAL ASSISTANT 
House Cleaning 
Becky Tillich    928-848-0245 

Shopping & Personal Assistant 
Light Alterations 
Linda Phelps   813-778-1359 
  
TRANSPORTATION 
Personal Chauffeur  
Airport, Cruise Lines 
Medical Appointments, Nite On The Town 
Dan      207-747-8878 

Airport Runs 
Walt Hand     813-751-7105 
  
LAWN CARE 
Lawn Mowing   
(& Trimming Services) 
Walt Hand    813-751-7105 

Weeding & Mulching   
Cissy Rossano   813-312-5717 

Lawn Care/Mowing 
Dave Goodyke    269-873-8181  

  
HANDYMAN  
Chuck Indyk 724-858-9061  
Southport Resident 

Painting, Flooring, Tile & Trim 
Don Ross   656-232-9225   LIC#CBC1263504 

Greg Mull    813-325-6822 
Your Neighbor Handyman 
 
PRESSURE WASHING 
Walt Hand     813-751-7105 

HEALTHCARE 
Home Help & Medical Care    
Holley Troxel RN    813-695-5620 
(references available upon request) 

DOCTA FEELGOOD 
(Massage Therapist) 
Blaze    727-835-6381 
  
ARTISAN CRAFTS & HOMEMADE 
GOODS 
Greeting Card Classes w/Ruth   
(Tuesdays at 1:00pm  - 3731 Rockrose) 
Ruth Douma    973-222-2815 

Katie’s Creation (Diamond Painting  
& Silk Floral Arrangements) 
Katie Mull   813-580-4020 

Homemade Jams 
(All products made in accordance with  
FL Cottage Law) 
Pam McGregor  813-716-5684 

Wreaths By Sue 
Sue Jones    813-838-3908 

POTTERY  (Functional & Decorative)  
(Pottery Lessons - Sales Display) 
Dave Brown   610-698-1584 

Susie’s Sensations    
(custom designed gifts, golfcart decals,  
clothing, cups, sublimation) 
Sue Wampler    813-469-2974 
  
MISCELLANEOUS 
Photography  
(Special Occasions, Family Photos etc.) 
Kara Krohn     515-710-4780 

Stick With Marti    
(Birthday & Anniversary Yard Signs) 
Marti Vest    813-468-1953 

Wedding Officiant 
(Wedding Ceremonies and Vow Renewals) 
Reduced Pricing For SPS Residents 
Mary Adele    813-361-3614 

Notary Public 
No Charge For SPS Residents 
Patrick Winchester   813-713-5777 

If you have services that you provide and would like to be listed in the directory, just e-mail me, Bob Schutt your 
information at rjsone@yahoo.com and I’ll be happy to add it to the Residents Service Directory.   

All services MUST be provided privately by residents.  

ADVERTISERS AND/OR RESIDENTS ADVERTISING HEREIN MAY OR MAY NOT BE INSURED OR  
LICENSED.  AS SUCH, SOUTHPORT SPRINGS/SUN COMMUNITIES, INC. AND SOUTHPORT SPRINGS 723 
HOA DO NOT ENDORSE, GUARANTEE OR WARRANT ANY OF THESE PRODUCTS AND/OR SERVICES OR 

THEIR PERFORMANCE.  WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO CONDUCT YOUR OWN INDEPENDENT AND  
PERSONAL DUE DILIGENCE. 

Southport Resident Services 


